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4/14/13 – 37SH  “Saved and Overcoming” Part 4
Victory Ministries International presents:

End-Time Messages  

God’s Last Call for His people to come out of Babylon

Hello!  This is Richard Vaughn

Today’s subject – “Saved and Overcoming” Part 4
Before we begin, let us pray…
Father in heaven, thank you for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Thank you for giving Him our salvation. If all Christians only understood how much You suffered when Jesus suffered, there would not be so much spiritual lethargy that is found throughout Christendom today. We pray for the Holy Spirit to open our minds to understand the real truth on being saved and overcoming. Deception on these subjects are widespread and will cause eternal loss for too many professed Christians. Enlighten us in Jesus name, Amen. 
In “Saved and Overcoming” part 1, we showed with a number of scriptures that salvation is offered to whosoever will. We began to answer the questions millions have asked for millenniums, “What must I do to be saved?” In “Saved and Overcoming” part 2 we began to explain the steps that will lead any seeker for truth, to a saving relationship with Jesus. We covered the first two steps, “Repentance” and “Confession.” Then in part 3 we covered the next two steps, “Consecration,” and “Faith and Acceptance.” Today we will conclude the step on “Faith and Acceptance” and another step the “Test of Discipleship.”
If we read about the promises from God that all of our sins would be washed away and believe they are, they are gone and under the blood. But if we go through the steps and doubt that our sins are forgiven, the sins remain and there has been no conversion, for you see faith requires an action of the will. 

Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, "I believe it; it is so, not because I feel it, but because God has promised."  

Jesus said in Mark 11:24, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." There is a condition to this promise -- that we pray according to the will of God. But it is the will of God to cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life. So we may ask for these blessings, and believe that we receive them, and thank God that we have received them. 
It is our privilege to go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to stand before the law without shame or remorse. Paul wrote in Romans 8:1, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

Nothing disturbs Satan more than to see a person who he once had securely under his power, turn to the One he hates, Jesus, and surrenders his life and his will to Him who died to save him. He does not let go without a struggle and the new convert must be so thoroughly connected to Jesus that all efforts of Satan to discourage and disconnect the new believer are in vain.

Paul said in the scripture above “… who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” The carnal must die for the new Christian is no longer carnally minded but rather he is now spiritually minded. 

We are not our own. Our bodies, our minds and our hearts belong to God. We are tenants, rather priests, who now must protect our bodies, which are the temples of God, and we must protect our minds and our hearts. 
What we touch, what we see, what we hear, what we put on and what we put into our bodies, for what we feed our minds will feed our souls and what we feed our bodies will affect our physical health for good or for woe. 
Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:18, 19, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,”…. “But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” Through this simple act of believing God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. You are as a child born into the family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son.

Daily we must ask Him for the Holy Spirit to keep us by His grace and we must proclaim “I am Christ’s; I have given myself to Him;” and we must not draw back. Those who teach once saved always saved need to read what Paul wrote in Hebrews 10:38, “Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Who draws back but the one who has followed all the steps required in the plan of salvation; but continues in sin. Paul clearly states in Colossians 2:6 “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:”  

What did Jesus tell the woman taken in adultery? In John 8:11 “…go, and sin no more.” Was He talking to just that woman or was He talking to us also? Then how do we expect to be saved if we think we can go on sinning until Jesus comes and then we will be made right? That is a titanic delusion that causes many to fail. 
On the other hand, many fail because they do not believe that that Jesus pardons them personally, individually, and completely. They do not take God at His word. 
It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to know for themselves, that pardon is freely extended for every sin. Put away the suspicion that God's promises are not meant for you. They are for every repentant transgressor.

God does not deal with us as finite men deal with one another. His thoughts are thoughts of mercy, love, and tenderest compassion. He says in Isaiah 55:7, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon." 
And in Isaiah 44:22, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins." 
Micah 7:19 says, “…and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”

Never give place to doubt, rather believe the promises. As you draw near to Him with confession and repentance, He will draw near to you with mercy and forgiveness.

On our road to salvation we first reached that point in our life where we felt the need of Jesus as we were drawn by the Holy Spirit. We realized that the God of heaven loved us so much that He made the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, so that we might be saved. It caused a deep, heartfelt repentance and we confessed our sins and asked to be forgiven. 
We chose to consecrate our lives to Jesus and by faith we have accepted God’s infinite gift which we did not deserve. Now we come to the place where God knows if a person is truly converted.
THE TEST OF DISCIPLESHIP
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
Of the truly converted, a change will be seen in their character, their habits and their pursuits. If the heart has been renewed by the Spirit of God, the life will bear witness to the fact. 
The contrast will be clear and decided between what they have been and what they are. The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of the habitual words and acts.  


At this point the questions are: Who has the heart? With whom are our thoughts? Of whom do we love to converse? Who has our warmest affections and our best energies? If we are Christ's, our thoughts are with Him, and our sweetest thoughts are of Him. All we have and are is consecrated to Him. We long to bear His image, breathe His spirit, do His will, and please Him in all things.  

     Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, found in Galatians 5:22, 23. “…love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 
They will no longer yield to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God they will follow in His steps, reflect His character, and purify themselves even as He is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and the things they once loved they hate. 
The proud and self-assertive become meek and lowly in heart. The arrogant and the proud become serious and unobtrusive. The drunken become sober, and the corrupt become pure. The vain customs and fashions of the world are laid aside. 
Christians will seek not the "outward adorning," but "the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit." 1 Peter 3:3, 4.  


There is no evidence of genuine repentance unless it works reformation. Ezekiel 33:15, “If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.”     
When, as erring, sinful beings, we come to Christ and become partakers of His pardoning grace, love springs up in the heart. Every burden is light, for the yoke that Christ imposes is easy. Duty becomes a delight, and sacrifice a pleasure. The path that before seemed shrouded in darkness, becomes bright with beams from the Sun of Righteousness.  

     The loveliness of the character of Christ will be seen in His followers. It was His delight to do the will of God, so it will be ours. Love to God, zeal for His glory, was the controlling power in our Saviour's life. Love beautified and ennobled all His actions. Love is of God. The unconsecrated heart cannot originate or produce it. It is found only in the heart where Jesus reigns. 1 John 4:19, "We love him, because he first loved us."
This is where we will pick up in our next broadcast in part 6 of “Saved and Overcoming.”
End Time messages is sponsored by Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church located at 139 Country Lane, 1 mile down from the Cracker Barrel, where you are always invited to worship each Saturday morning, the real Lord’s Day at 9:30 AM for Sabbath School and 11:00 AM for worship hour.
Until next time Jesus said in John 5:39, “Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.”   Even so, come Lord Jesus.  
